Parents as Partners

at

The GW Community School

Parents as Partners is a program designed to more formally incorporate the wealth of parental resources and talents that are so obviously abundant in our community.  Yes, we all lead lives that are already overly booked and stretched too thinly.  Nevertheless, we need to remind ourselves that there would be no GW Community School if it weren’t for a group of parents who were committed to providing an educational setting in which their children could succeed.  And who among us has not asked ourselves where our children would be if it weren’t for the GW school?  We need your help to ensure that the school continues to grow and offer our children the invaluable learning experiences that brought us to GW in the first place.

-Nancy Carey, Parents as Partners Founder (Eleanor ’04)

The Parents as Partners committees meet once per month at the school for delicious potluck dinners. If you’re interested in joining one of our committees, please call the school to find out when our next meeting will be. 

Coyote Club:  The Coyote Club committee assists GW student extracurricular efforts, such as the theater department and the soccer and basketball teams. The Coyote Club arranges transportation to and from games organizes and holds the annual basketball awards banquet, and provides food and refreshments for actors before theater performances.  Over the last few years, the Coyote Club has been instrumental in increasing attendance at sporting and theater events and raising awareness of the accomplishments of our Coyotes.

News and Writing Committee:  GW is an active and accomplished community. The role of the News and Writing Committee is to increase community awareness of all of the great events and resources that GW offers. Headed by Jon Schaffer, this committee releases weekly news blurbs on the GWCS website. 

Internship Committee:  New in the 2006-2007 school year, the Internship Committee will help organize GW’s Internship Project. which seeks to place all GW juniors and seniors in internship, volunteer, or job-shadow positions which they will attend on Fridays during the fourth quarter. Members of this committee will build contacts with interested businesses and organizations in the DC Metro area, ascertain the needs of those organizations, and arrange a tutorial program that helps students understand the skills and attitudes necessary to succeed in their internships.  

Booster Club:  The Booster Club oversees fundraising events for GWCS, including a Spring community yard sale, a spring plant sale, and a winter wreath sale, as well as generating ideas for small-scale fundraising. To execute these events, the Booster Club receives help from the Student Government and Community Service classes. Last year, the Booster Club raised the most funds ever for GW!

Graduation Committee:  Historically, Junior Parents have been in charge of organizing graduation. The graduation committee also arranges sewing quilts for graduating seniors. There is a January meeting to kick off graduation planning.

Facilities Committee:  A school that looks good, feels good. The Facilities Committee helps the school look good by organizing clean-up and service days throughout the year. Over the years, the Committee has organized building shelves for the school store, adding a closet to the “new wing,” buying supplies for the kitchen area, and painting hallways and doors. 

Faculty Appreciation:  The Faculty Appreciation committee is the staff’s favorite committee for obvious reasons; it organizes staff appreciation events such as a Back to School breakfast, birthday recognitions, and Teacher Appreciation week in may.  
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