Annotated Bibliography
Final Project Checklist
Discussion Section

Introduction: Do you have one and does the scope include date range, source of articles, etc?
Description of Topic: Do you have an adequate descriptive statement of the topic? Why is this topic of interest to you? Are reporting on a segment of the topic?  How is the topic related to your current science class?
Literature Review: What did you find out about the topic? Is the presentation a synthesis or a string-of-pearls?  (Read how to write a mini-lit review handout if you are not sure.) Is the writing clear? In the short space allotted you won’t be able to list every finding so what are the major points across the collection of articles?  Proper citations present?
Bibliography

Presentation of the Bibliography:  

1. Is your use of the APA or MLA format: Flawless? Close to flawless? OK for a beginner? Clearly not APA or MLA?

2.  Articles arranged alphabetically by first author’s last name and reverse indented?
Annotations under each entry

a. Abstracts/annotations included? Appropriate for this assignment?  If taken directly from the article this is noted at the end.
b. Reason for choosing the article and why it is relevant to the topic.
c. Location of source.  Must have one from each of the following.
· Internet (separate from IPL)

· Book

· IPL

· Database

· Encyclopedia

· Library (recommendation from a person, chat, e-mail, or phone)

d. Reason the source is scholarly.
Appropriateness of Article Selections:

· Articles describe scholarly information in the field of science you are currently enrolled in on an appropriate topic?  
Avoid these pitfalls:

· Articles describe research but not quite the topic? Need for more focus on the specific subject domain.

· Some adequate articles but not enough. Student will need to have more research articles and may need to broaden topic.
· Articles are more professional than research. They may be useful background but research articles are needed.

· Articles are not acceptable.

Quantity and Quality/Usefulness of Articles

· 12 or more focused scholarly articles?  
· Adequate quality or quantity?
Conclusion Section

Concluding Personal Statement

· Is the writing clear with good grammar and punctuation?

· Does this section demonstrate thoughtful discussion of what you learned and perhaps did not learn?
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